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Dear Reader
This is a love letter to, and a plea on behalf of, a book that I want to share with as many of you as I can. 
We publishers, sellers, readers of books commonly talk about stories that conjure fully realised worlds; stories that capture our imagination, take us gently in their arms and spin us around the floor in a soft-shoe shimmy – dancing us off to a place where fantasy and reality are dynamic and fluid and belong wholly to one other. 


Whenever you read a story that does that, you know you’ve found something special. I found it between the covers of a novel whose unforgettable title is by no means the only unforgettable thing about it: The Girl Who Circumnavigated Fairyland in a Ship of Her Own Making by an immensely talented and mind-blowingly prolific young writer, Catherynne M Valente. 

I have so many reasons to urge you to read this book and to pass it along to many, many others – and if I can only share a few of them here, let it be these:

I want to share the sheer pleasure of Cat Valente’s language and insight, which is deep and distinctive: her Fairyland sending up puffs of pretty pictures, shivery wisps of the weird-and-wonderfuls. 


I want to share the way she weaves prose into beautiful, painful, wondrous stories; the way her characters are so alive in the pages of Fairyland that, when you finish, you find you’ve brought them back to your own world with you.


And mostly, I want to share the tear-jerking, belly-laughing, dizzy-headed joy of a tremendously good book with as many readers (of all ages) as possible. Why? Well . . .

“All stories must end so, with the next tale winking out of the corners of the last pages, promising more, promising moonlight and dancing and revels, if only you will come back when spring comes again.”
Happy reading!

Sarah Castleton
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