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ONCE, IN A HOUSE ON EGYPT STREET,

there lived a rabbit who was made almost entirely of china.

He had china arms and china legs, china paws and a china

head, a china torso and a china nose. His arms and legs were

jointed and joined by wire so that his china elbows and china

knees could be bent, giving him much freedom of movement.

His ears were made of real rabbit fur, and beneath the

fur, there were strong, bendable wires, which allowed the ears

to be arranged into poses that ref lected the rabbit’s mood—

jaunty, tired, full of ennui. His tail, too, was made of real 

rabbit fur and was f luffy and soft and well shaped.
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The rabbit’s name was Edward Tulane, and he was tall.

He measured almost three feet from the tip of his ears to the

tip of his feet; his eyes were painted a penetrating and intelli-

gent blue.

In all, Edward Tulane felt himself to be an exceptional

specimen. Only his whiskers gave him pause. They were long

and elegant (as they should be), but they were of uncertain

origin. Edward felt quite strongly that they were not the

whiskers of a rabbit. Whom the whiskers had belonged to ini-

tially—what unsavory animal—was a question that Edward

could not bear to consider for too long. And so he did not.

He preferred, as a rule, not to think unpleasant thoughts.

Edward’s mistress was a ten-year-old, dark-haired girl

named Abilene Tulane, who thought almost as highly of

Edward as Edward thought of himself. Each morning after

she dressed herself for school, Abilene dressed Edward. 
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The china rabbit was in possession of an extraordinary

wardrobe composed of handmade silk suits, custom shoes

fashioned from the finest leather and designed specifically for

his rabbit feet, and a wide array of hats equipped with holes so

that they could easily fit over Edward’s large and expressive

ears. Each pair of well-cut pants had a small pocket for

Edward’s gold pocket watch. Abilene wound this watch for

him each morning.

“Now, Edward,” she said to him after she was done

winding the watch, “when the big hand is on the twelve and

the little hand is on the three, I will come home to you.”

She placed Edward on a chair in the dining room and

positioned the chair so that Edward was looking out the 

window and could see the path that led up to the Tulane

front door. Abilene balanced the watch on his left leg. She

kissed the tips of his ears, and then she left and Edward spent
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the day staring out at Egypt Street, listening to the tick of his

watch and waiting.

Of all the seasons of the year, the rabbit most pre-

ferred winter, for the sun set early then and the dining-room

windows became dark and Edward could see his own ref lec-

tion in the glass. And what a ref lection it was! What an 

elegant figure he cut! Edward never ceased to be amazed at his

own fineness.

In the evening, Edward sat at the dining-room table

with the other members of the Tulane family: Abilene; her

mother and father; and Abilene’s grandmother, who was

called Pellegrina. True, Edward’s ears barely cleared the table-

top, and true also, he spent the duration of the meal staring

straight ahead at nothing but the bright and blinding white of

the tablecloth. But he was there, a rabbit at the table.

Abilene’s parents found it charming that Abilene con-

sidered Edward real, and that she sometimes requested that a
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phrase or story be repeated because Edward had not heard it.

“Papa,” Abilene would say, “I’m afraid that Edward

didn’t catch that last bit.”

Abilene’s father would then turn in the direction of

Edward’s ears and speak slowly, repeating what he had just

said for the benefit of the china rabbit. Edward pretended,

out of courtesy to Abilene, to listen. But, in truth, he was not

very interested in what people had to say. And also, he did not

care for Abilene’s parents and their condescending manner to-

ward him. All adults, in fact, condescended to him.

Only Abilene’s grandmother spoke to him as Abilene

did, as one equal to another. Pellegrina was very old. She had a

large, sharp nose and bright, black eyes that shone like dark

stars. It was Pellegrina who was responsible for Edward’s exis-

tence. It was she who had commissioned his making, she who

had ordered his silk suits and his pocket watch, his jaunty hats

and his bendable ears, his fine leather shoes and his jointed
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arms and legs, all from a master craftsman in her native

France. It was Pellegrina who had given him as a gift to

Abilene on her seventh birthday.

And it was Pellegrina who came each night to tuck

Abilene into her bed and Edward into his.

“Will you tell us a story, Pellegrina?” Abilene asked her

grandmother each night.

“Not tonight, lady,” said Pellegrina.

“When?” asked Abilene. “What night?”

“Soon,” said Pellegrina. “Soon there will be a story.”

And then she turned off the light, and Edward and

Abilene lay in the dark of the bedroom.

“I love you, Edward,” Abilene said each night after

Pellegrina had left. She said those words and then she waited,

almost as if she expected Edward to say something in return.

Edward said nothing. He said nothing because, of

course, he could not speak. He lay in his small bed next to
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Abilene’s large one. He stared up at the ceiling and listened 

to the sound of her breath entering and leaving her body,

knowing that soon she would be asleep. Because Edward’s

eyes were painted on and he could not close them, he was 

always awake.

Sometimes, if Abilene put him into his bed on his side

instead of on his back, he could see through the cracks in the

curtains and out into the dark night. On clear nights, the stars

shone, and their pinprick light comforted Edward in a way

that he could not quite understand. Often, he stared at the

stars all night until the dark finally gave way to dawn.

T h e  M i r a c u l o u s  J o u r n e y  o f  E dwa r d  Tu l a n e

1 1



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




