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FOREWORD

We used to have a delightful art teacher at my 

secondary school, who designed a joke school badge for us 

– of two demonic schoolgirls fi ghting with hockey sticks, 

with a special school motto underneath: It’s not fair! He 

said these were the three words we used most often. We 

said it wasn’t fair we had to wear such a revolting school 

uniform; it wasn’t fair we had so much homework to do; it 

wasn’t fair we had to eat such disgusting school dinners…

I whined as much as anyone – and then when I was 

twelve I read The Diary of Anne Frank. I felt so ashamed. 

Life truly was desperately unfair for Anne, having to hide 

month after month in the Secret Annexe, in fear of her life. 

I cried when I reached the end of the book and learnt what 

had happened to Anne, but although she died tragically 
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young, her wonderful diary is a lasting testament to her 

life and the persecution of so many Jews during the last 

world war.

So many brave writers have drawn attention to the 

horrors of repressive regimes, even though they’ve suf-

fered as a result. The authors contributing stories to this 

beautiful book have given us much food for thought. Life 

isn’t fair – but we can do our best to right the wrongs.isn’t fair – but we can do our best to right the wrongs.isn’t

Let’s all join together and live by the thirty rules of the 

Universal Declaration.

Jacqueline Wilson
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