
This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents  
are either the product of the author’s imagination or, if real, used  

fictitiously. All statements, activities, stunts, descriptions, information  
and material of any other kind contained herein are included  

for entertainment purposes only and should not be relied on for  
accuracy or replicated as they may result in injury.

First published 2015 by Walker Books Ltd 
87 Vauxhall Walk, London SE11 5HJ

This edition published 2016

2 4 6 8 10 9 7 5 3 1  

 Text © 2015 Anne Fine 
Illustrations © 2015 Arthur Robins

 The right of Anne Fine and Arthur Robins to be identified as  
author and illustrator respectively of this work has been asserted by 

them in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

 This book has been typeset in Palatino

 Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, St Ives plc

 All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced,  
transmitted or stored in an information retrieval system  

in any form or by any means, graphic, electronic or mechanical,  
including photocopying, taping and recording, 

without prior written permission from the publisher.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data: 
a catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

 ISBN 978-1-4063-6550-4

 www.walker.co.uk



Rosie rushed into the classroom on the 

first day of term to look at the brand-new 

Birthday List pinned on the wall. 

There were nine names on it:

 

~Chapte r One~ 
Party Time!
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Farzana never had birthday parties, so 

that left eight. Victoria was next on the list. 

Her birthday was two weeks away.

Only two weeks! But Rosie hadn’t had 

an invitation yet. Maybe they were in 

Victoria’s bag right now, and before Miss 

Beaton came in to take the register, Victoria 

would fish them out and hand them round.

Then it would soon be party time!

Rosie loved birthday 

parties. Ever since she 

was tiny she’d adored 

everything about them:  

the bright balloons, 

the presents wrapped 
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in sparkly paper, the tubs of ice cream and 

the fancy cakes with candles on top, the 

party frocks, the special games – and goody 

bags at the end.

Parties! Oh, there was nothing better. 

Nothing was more fun.

Rosie couldn’t wait. She hurried across 

the room to where Victoria was sitting. 
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Victoria looked up at the list. “But your 

name isn’t there. Your birthday was last term. 

It’s a long time till it comes round again.”

“I didn’t mean my birthday,” Rosie 

explained. “I meant your party.”

“But I’m not 

having one,” 

Victoria told her. 

Rosie was 

shocked. “Not 

having one?”

“Not this year,” said Victoria. “This time, 

for my birthday treat, I’m going with my 

cousins to see the film Sparkle and Daisy. And 

afterwards we’re going to Pizza Palace.”
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Rosie’s face fell. 

“So there’s no party? 

No party at all?”

“No,” said 

Victoria. “Sorry, 

Rosie, but there’s no 

party at all.”

Rosie tried to stay cheerful. 

“Oh, well. Toby’s next on the list, and his 

birthday’s only a few days after yours. 

So we’ll have that one.”

“No, we won’t,” said Victoria. “Because 

I got the idea from Toby in the first place. 

He’s taking three friends bowling for his 

birthday.”
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Rosie looked over to see Toby pulling 

bright yellow envelopes decorated with 

balloons out of his school bag.

One... Two... 

Rosie waited, biting her lip with 

excitement. Maybe Victoria had mixed 

things up and Toby was having a party as 

well as going bowling. 

Three...

That was all. Toby 

closed his bag and 

handed the yellow 

envelopes to his best 

friends, Owen, Harry 

and Bradley.
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 Rosie moved closer to ask, “Are those 

your birthday invitations?” 

Toby grinned. “Yes! We’re going bowling!”

Rosie’s eyes widened in horror. Too old for 

birthday parties? What a dreadful thought.


